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SUBJECT: INTERNAL POLITICS - PARLIAMENT REORGANIZATION 
REF: BRUSSELS 5563 

1. BELGIAN PARLIAMENT RECONVENED OCTOBER 9 AND HAS PARTIALLY 
REORGANIZED, FRAYING INTRAPARTY AND INTERPARTY GOVERNMENT 
RELATIONS IN THE PROCESS. 

2. FORMER FOREIGN MINISTER PIERRE HARMEL WAS ELECTED SENATE 
PRESIDENT (NEXT TO THE KING FOR PROTOCOL), REPLACING PAUL 
STRUYE, WHOM FRANCOPHONE SOCIAL CHRISTIANS PRESSED TO RESIGN 
BECAUSE OF HIS EXTREMELY POOR HEALTH. BOTH MEN CONTRIBUTED 
GREATLY TO CLOSE US/BELGIAN AND US/EUROPEAN RELATIONS SINCE 
THE WAR AND MESSAGES OF CONGRATULATIONS AND OF APPRECIATION, 
RESPECTIVELY, FROM APPROPRIATE HIGH LEVEL US OFFICIAL WOULD BE 
IN ORDER. 

3. HOUSE PRESIDENT VAN ACKER, HAIL AND HEARTY AT 75, REFUSED 
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TO BUDGE, HOWEVER, THUS DELAYING FOR AT LEAST A YEAR THE 
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EXPECTED SUCCESSION OF THE FORMER SOCIALIST MINISTER OF 
JUSTICE, ALFONS VRANCKX. 

4. WHILE CASES ABOVE CREATED CONSIDERABLE ILL WILL WITHIN 
EACH OF PARTIES CONCERNED, AND NONE OF PARTIES HAVE THUS FAR BEEN 
ABLE TO NAME THEIR PARLIAMENTARY WHIPS, CONTEST BETWEEN PLP 
PRESIDENT EMIL-EDGAR JEUNEHOMME AND INCUMBENT, SENATOR 
GEORGES DEJARDIN, FOR PRESIDENCY OF THE FRENCH CULTURAL 
COUNCIL WAS MORE SERIOUS INTERPARTY PROBLEM FOR GOVERNMENT. 

PLP WAS PRESSING FOR SOME RECOGNITION AS GOVERNMENT PARTY IN 
DIVISION OF FOUR TOP PARLIAMENTARY JOBS, PREVIOUSLY DIVIDED 
NEATLY ON LINGUISTIC AND PARTY LINES BETWEEN SOCIALIST AND SOCIAL 
CHRISTIANS, AND WAS JOINED BY SOCIAL CHRISTIANS AND OPPOSITION 
FDF/RW IN SECRET VOTE OCTOBER 16 THAT TOPPLED DEJARDIN. DEJARDIN 
WILL BE NOMINATED BY BELGIUM FOR ASST. SECGEN OF AGENCE DE 
COOPERATION FRANCOPHONE. WHICH GROUPS FRENCH-SPEAKING 
COUNTRIES ENGAGED IN AID TO LDC'S, BUT SOCIALISTS VIEW THIS 
AS LITTLE COMPENSATION. SOCIALISTS ARE UNABLE TO RETALIATE 
HOWEVER UNLESS THEY ARE WILLING TO RISK BOTH THE GOVERNMENT AND 
THEIR LEADERSHIP OF IT BY FORCING THROUGH A CABINET REORGANIZATION 
MORE DRASTIC THAN THAT DISCUSSED IN REFTEL. SUCH BROADER RE- 
ORGANIZATION SEEMS INCREASINGLY PROBABLE. STRAUSZ-HUPE 
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